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My heart leaps up when I behold 
A rainbow in the sky: 

So was it when my life began; 

So is it now I am a man;—,- _ 

So be it when I shall grow old, 

Or let me die! 

The Child is father of the Man; 

I could wish my days to be 
Bound each.to each by natural piety. 

- William Wordsworth 
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The Modern discourse of education emphasizes upon a fact oriented and 
superficial skill based learning. This has defined education as 
dissemination of skills and knowledge that is only possible through 
formalized institutions such as schools and universities. We go to these 
institutions and acquire great knowledge and skills, pass examinations and 
become professionals. This kind of learning, puts a tag on our heads, and 
qualification for differential access to resources in a society. But in this discourse of knowledge as 
something that only institutionalized structures produce, we have forgotten that students indeed 
do most of their learning outside the regimentation and confinement of these formalized 
institutions. Everyone learns the greatest lessons of life outside the classroom. We learn to 
communicate, to think, to love, to feel, to work, cultivation and all the other important lessons of 
human life outside the defined syllabus or the designated space called the classroom or even the 
library. I strongly emphasize that the planed structure can create technical expertise but it does not 
necessarily create humans who can find the important bridge between theoretical ideas and the 
flow of life itself, who can integrate intellect with the heart. Is this not the reason why even after 
having the highest of qualifications a scientist finds himself working to build nuclear bombs despite 
knowing the destructive implications of such an invention. Moreover, our minds which have been 
for so long accustomed to the formalized and routinized definitions of education and qualification; 
the trajectory of a man like Tagore, the poet who with excellent poetic sensibilities nourishing the 
human civilization and helping us revisit the significance of human life seems like an extraordinary 
exception. But upon a careful reading we are destined to discover that there is creative potential 
inside each human being, and within the formalized/ mechanical process of learning we are 
compelled to devalue and neglect it. It is this irony that we must have the strength to resist. The 
New Learn is by no means suggesting the debunking of the idea of institutionalized education; but 
all we are really against is the confinement of the human potential and creativity into this terribly 
complex structure that leaves no scope for free exploration. 

We invoke this discussion at a particular ripe moment in time , as these happen to be the crucial 
days in the lives of many parents who are seeking admission for their little ones. The Nursery 
admission is open; we can see the long queues of parents outside the school gates. These parents 
want their children to go to schools, become professionals, and earn lots of money. It is sad that 
in the rat race to meet our external status symbols and win social prestige we tend to neglect 
important questions like what the child is going to learn, what kind of value systems he would 
internalize, will he learn to be loving and cooperative in a system that preaches competition and 
so on. These fundamental questions are the keys to an education that does not only train the 
intellect but an education that nourishes the soul too; we reiterate this concern yet again. Yes, we 
do live in times where the common belief is that hospitals produce health and schools produce 
education, yet as practioners in the field we must not think of education as only something that 
can be transacted in special places, we must rescue education from the confined walls of the 
classroom and bring it out under the blue sky and the golden sunshine. 

I believe that for all those of us who are working in the domain of education it is extremely 
important that we do not close ourselves to a lifelong process of exploration- a commitment to 
learning beyond mere prescribed texts. Only when we ourselves come to respect the many sources 
of learning can we understand and define education in its broadest sense. It is this sensitivity and 
active contemplation alone that can help us as teachers, educators and activists to rescue education 
from the monopoly of institutions. We have to raise a voice against the conventional, orthodox 
mindset that confines learning to the classroom and reinvent methods in education that celebrate 
life itself as the perpetual site of learning. Let me remind our readers at this juncture that The New 
Team is an initiative in this direction- every month as it reaches out to you, it brings with it a message 
that we cannot lose hope and that we must keep walking on this path. There are innumerable big 
and small efforts that are being made in different parts of the world, only to make learning a 
celebration, education and illumination. We too share this noble dream. The articles are born from 
the sacred soil of passion to education, now it's your hand to read and cherish. We only remind 
you once again that although this may be the path less travelled, it is indeed a path worth travelling. 
With best wishes for the season of spring we thank you for coming with us so far. . . 
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LETTERS TO THE EDITOR 


Words are not just words. Words convey 
positive vibrations 


Education is a Lifelong Process 

I want to begin by congratulating you and 
your entire team for thinking of a 
magazine that is so different from other 
magazines on education. Your magazine 
is a refreshing departure, and me and my 
friends eagerly wait for it every month. It 
has helped us rethink and question so 
many things that we were taking for 
granted, it has also shown how learning is 
a life long process and we all can learn 
from each other. The articles that the 
magazine carries are also insightful and 
innovative. Thanks for the great initiative. 

Priyanka Sharma 
Kolkata 

Creativity is the Essence of Education 

You people are doing some really creative 
work, from the cover page to the last page 


everything is so thought provoking. The 
January issue contained some important 
ideas on gender and education, I have been 
reading all the issues of the magazine and 
I must tell you that it is very nice. 
However, there is one thing I want to 
suggest to you,please introduce a section 
for children's writings in the magazine too. 
We as parents, would feel extremely 
happy if this too could be incorporated. I 
wish you the best. 

Nidhi Kapoor 

Gurgaon 


An Initiative With a Difference 

I must congratulate your team for this 
magazine, recently a colleague of mine 
from Bombay showed me your magazine 
and I could not stop myself from wishing 
you the very best for this lovely initiative. 
All articles are from various vantage points 
and so are the pictures and debates. Your 
ideas of community initiative are 
commendable. We would love to invite 
your team to organize such an initiative in 
our locality at some juncture. We support 
your idea. 

Cynthia Abraham 

New Delhi 


Beautiful Cover Page 

The cover page of your December issue 
was truly amazing. Whitman's poem 
amidst the abundance of trees - I 
appreciate your imagination: the way you 
are taking care of the minute details. A 
magazine is not just a collection of written 
words; its design, pictures, visuals, sub- 
texts - everything plays a key role. Don't 
compromise. What we need is not merely 
an academic essay; aesthetic imagination 
and creativity are equally important. 

Subhadra Abraham 
Kasauli 



‘The 9\[ezo Le-am 


Political movements for justice are part of 
the fuller development of the cosmos, and 
nature is the matrix in which humans come 
to their self-awareness and the awareness of 
their power to transform. Liberation 
movements are a fuller development of the 
cosmos's sense of harmony, justice, balance 
and celebration. This is why true spiritual 
liberation demands rituals of cosmic 
celebrating and healing, which will in turn 
in personal transformation and 
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PEDAGOGIC INNOVATION 


The Wonder of Learning by Experiencing 

A meaningful educational process is one that tries to bridge the gap between the reason and the heart , the 
mind and the soul. It is by experiencing alone that learning becomes an enriching process. Here a teacher 
shares her enriching journey. 


T he joy of learning by 
seeing and doing was 
revealed most wonderfully 
to me by a group of 5-8 year 
olds. At the heart of the 
experience was the way 
these young children 
looked at everything 
around them with wonder 
and a desire to explore. These children live and 
study in a private, residential school where 
most of the students are from affluent, urban 
backgrounds. The school is located in a rural 
community about 20 kms from the nearest 
town. 

I periodically engaged with this group of 
children as part of their Environmental Studies. 
During one such session, we began exploring 
the question: Where does the milk that we drink, 
come from? The community where the children 
and I lived, buys milk from a nearby village 
co-operative run by a group of small and 
marginal farmers. We decided to visit the co- 
operative to trace the route that milk takes from 
its source, the cow, to our homes. 

We reached the cooperative, as planned, at 
the time when they were collecting milk from 
various farmers. The curious children walked 
around peering into milk containers that the 
farmers were holding. Their excitement was 
palpable with shouts of "fresh milk is so white 
and frothy! I feel like drinking it straight from 
the bucket!" "Can we drink it straight from the 
bucket?" "Why does milk look different when 
we drink it at home?" Some of the children had 
dashed down the street and were shouting 
"Look everybody on this road is milking cows 
at the same time!" "Wow, look at the speed 
with which the milk is coming out of this cow. 
The milk from the other cow is slower. Why is 
that?" "There are many different coloured 
cows. Some are brown, black and white, grey. 


white. Why are they coloured differently?" 
Why do some cows have horns and others don't? 
"This cow is eating something while the lady 
is milking it. What is it eating?" 

The farmers and I tried answering each 
question from which the milk story slowly 
began unfolding seemingly in a fragmented 
fashion. The narrative did not follow the 
stepwise journey from the cow to our table: 
starting from the cow, the milking activity, to 
the cooperative collection centre and from there 
to the central kitchen of the school where the 
children and I lived. The fact that there would 
be questions around the colour of cows, speed 
of milking, what they eat etc., did not occur to 
me. I was struggling with several things: how 
does one explain that different colours mean 
different breeds, what are breeds, some breeds 
have horns, others do not etc. The challenge 
here was to simplify these ideas for 5-8 years 
old without deflecting the questions.. 

We then sat down in the village and over 
several glasses of warm, sweet milk, tried to 
piece together the story of the milk based on 
what they had seen and understood. What 
emerged was a rich and textured account. It 
became clear that our story was not merely 
about tracking the milk from the cow to the 
table. We learnt about breeds (there are 
different types of cows just as there are 
different types of dogs and cats), difference 
between indigenous and exotic (imported from 
the Netherlands, Denmark etc.) breeds of cattle, 
why conserving local breeds is important, raw 
milk vspasteurised milk, the art of milking a 
cow, diet of cows, how farmers' children help 
their parents while studying in school etc. 

An interesting pedagogical experience 
emerged: learning through immersion in a real- 
life situation an open-ended exploration led by 
the young children and not the teacher. The 
children's sense of wonder, keen observation 
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Without love and trust there is no learning 


and uninhibited way of asking questions 
allowed them to learn in a way that would not 
have been possible in any classroom or audio- 
visual aided environment. When planning this 
activity I had done so with a pre-conceived idea 
of what 5-8 year olds could comprehend which 
had led to the struggle I had experienced when 
the children were asking seemingly diverse 
questions. If we had explored this question 
sitting in a classroom or in a structured manner 
as I had planned to we would have probably 
traced the journey from the cow to the table by 
drawing a classic milk supply chain diagram. 
How lifeless that would have been! 

The challenge many of us educators face is 
to keep this sense of wonder and newness alive 
in children as they grow and learn. With a few 
exceptions most young people lose this ability 
by the time they reach puberty. It is also the 
time when our mainstream education system 
begins to complicate the learning process. The 
number of subjects they have to study 
increases, there are performance related 
expectations around exams and later around 
career choices. As educators we also seem to 
get drawn into this time-bound "deliverable" 
style of functioning: moving from one exam 
or test to the next and focussing on ticking the 
boxes or rather topics to be covered in the 
curriculum. To keep the joy of learning alive 
and to equip young people with skills that will 


keep learning alive all through their 
life it is critical that we integrate 
real-life experiences in their 
learning programme. 

Experience with "cool" and 
jaded 16-18 year olds has showed 
me that it is possible to ignite that 
spark for learning or generate that 
"aha" moment by challenging them 
with real-life situations. To 
illustrate: while teaching 

Environmental Legislation (a dry 
topic for most people) to forty Class 
XII students I decided to take it out 
of the classroom. The students were 
divided into groups of 8 with each 
group taking on different roles e.g.. 
Pollution Control Board, Ministry 
of Environment and Forests, 
Industry representatives, citizens 
likely to be displaced by a project and the 
World Bank. They were given a case study (2 
pages) from which they had to construct their 
respective roles. They then had to face each 
other, question, challenge and play their parts. 
The excitement this generated was similar to 
that of the 6-8 year olds. The number of 
questions that emerged were documented and 
after the excitement of 1 hour of role playing 
the students documented the process in the 
form of a flow chart on a large flip-chart. As 
we went through the flowchart I corrected their 
understanding and we had together created 
notes that they could use to study from. During 
the discussion we also touched upon various 
topics that we had to cover in subsequent 
classes but which had emerged during the role- 
playing. This gave students confidence to 
engage with what they were reading in 
newspapers about environmental issues. It also 
exponentially increased their interest in 
reading the newspaper regularly and bringing 
to class issues that they had read and had 
questions about. 

Facilitation of experiential learning requires 
a lot of preparation on the part of the educator. 
Apart from domain knowledge and expertise, 
classroom management skills, it also requires 
a fine balance between a hands-off approach 
and timely intervention to make the learning 
experience effective. 
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Writing about these experiences brought to 
mind the struggles faced by Ramesh, the 
teenage son of one of the farmers in a nearby 
village. From the age of 5 or 6 till he was 14, 
Ramesh had accompanied his father when he 
took their cattle grazing, helped wash their 
cows and bulls, learnt about all the plants in 
the surrounding areas, what animals ate and 
what they did not, which plants had medicinal 
value, when they are to be harvested, how to 
build a cowshed, how to yoke bullocks, repair 
water pumps etc. Familiarity with cows and 
breeds, their feeding habits, the 
interdependency between animals and farming 
was part of Ramesh's growing up. He probably 
had answers to all the questions that the 5-8 
year olds were earlier asking me about cows 
and milk when he was their age. 

Ramesh studied in the local Government 
school where the medium of instruction was 
Telugu. 

Here he had to learn about things and places 
which he could not relate to at all. He was 
expected to know facts about these places, to 
remember formulae, terms all of which were 
not only unfamiliar but seemed irrelevant. 
Learning was within the classroom walls. All 
the knowledge he had about animals, plants, 
the environment around him, and his hands- 
on technical skills did not have any value in 
school. By the time he was 14 years old and in 
Class X he did not have the time to help his 


The children's sense of wonder, 
keen observation and uninhibited 
way of asking questions allowed 
them to learn in a way that would 
not have been possible in any 
classroom or audio-visual aided 
environment 

parents on the farm. Like many of his school 
mates Ramesh also began to reject the 
knowledge he had from experience, as useless. 

When he graduated from High School he 
had to join an English Medium school for Class 
XI and XII. Ramesh loved Biology and decided 
to study Science. Within a month of joining the 
new school he became depressed, lost his 
confidence and wanted to discontinue his 
studies. Between trying to cope with English 
and cramming facts in Science he found it 
impossible to continue. Ramesh, his parents 
and I had several rounds of discussions and 
finally he decided to take a break from school 
and work with his father on the farm. 

The diverse and creative ways by which 
Ramesh, the 16-18 year olds and the 5-8 year 
olds learnt, when in a real-life situation, 
allowed them to see the interconnectedness 
that is a necessary part of life. It allowed them 
to think with freedom rather than being 
restricted by the teacher's knowledge. Young 




minds must be nurtured to have this freedom 
since this is how we will find answers to life's 
increasingly complex problems - ecological 
and social. 

Ramesh continued his education by learning 
from practice. A friend of the family put 
Ramesh in touch with several communities 
practicing agro-ecological farming in various 
parts of Tamil Nadu and Andhra Pradesh. In 
visiting them he slowly regained confidence 
and began to value the knowledge and skills 
he had by virtue of having grown up in a rural 
environment. He also realised that his father 
was a progressive farmer who had always been 
practicing farming the way all these 
communities were trying to learn. Ramesh has 
just completed his Class XII through the 
National Open School system while working 
and learning from the land from people who 
have rejected mainstream education. He now 
plans to come back to his village, work on the 
family farm and motivate his friends and peers 
through his learning experience. 


Our current education system focusses on 
fact-based learning from books, the internet 
and notes from teachers. The written word 
dominates and this kind of learning is what 
young people are forced to aspire to if they 
want to be considered "successful" in life. The 
wonder and excitement experienced by the 
young children or the excitement of the Class 
XII students must be the norm rather than the 
exception. The learning by doing and living 
that rural children like Ramesh have must find 
a place in our education system. The balance 
between the "theoretical" classroom and the 
"practice" real-life — between the facts and the 
experience is what makes learning relevant and 
real. The resilience that such learning brings is 
critical for young people to navigate through 
life more meaningfully. 

Radha Gopalan is an Environmental Scientist by 
training. She has taught at Rishi Valley School for 
over 7 years In addition she continues to be engaged 
with small farmers in the surrounding villages 
trying to understand human-nature relationships. 


REFLECTIONS 



You go to school and colleges to acquire 
education; that education lays too much 
emphasis on the academic side of a student - 
it makes you a great expert or a professional, 
but fails to nurture your emotional and 
physical side, with the result that you spend 
the rest of your life not knowing how to deal 
with your own frustrations, fears, desires, 
hurts, boredom, aggression, suffering and so on 

- J. Krishnamurti 
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COVER STORY 


A Dream is Born in the Laps of the Himalayas: 
The Exploration of an Uncommon Initiative 


Education is the base of any civilization. What is its true significance and how can we rethink education 
within the contemporary scenario? Here is an interesting essay on a unique experiment in the field of 
alternative education. 



Vikash Sharma 


T he process of Learning 
leads us to live life in 
the best possible way. It is 
a joy; an urge to connect 
and develop a relationship 
between the world and 
one's own being; in the 
poetic sense it can be seen 
as the medium to cultivate 
one's own consciousness and realize one's 
uniqueness. 

In contemporary times learning is merely 
an instrumental process and functions like a 
machine meant to achieve only professional 
requirements. The modern forces of market- 
capitalism have played an important role in the 
destruction of the very essence of education, 
distancing it from the core and collective needs 
of the society and transformed it into a mere 
product entangled in the larger ethos of 
commoditization. 

The school is perhaps the most important 
component as far as the domain of education 
is concerned. Unfortunately, today it is no 
longer a place that provides meaningful 
knowledge or cultivates the consciousness of 
students. It has largely become a site for the 
exercise of artificial discipline and creation of 
learners as passive and docile entities. 
Foucault, through his extensive study on the 
structures of contemporary schools( focusing 
upon a myriad of dimensions such as the way 
in which their buildings are constructed and 
arranged, the routines which are seen to 
produce order and decorum and are taken for 
granted, the testing and disciplining of 
students) has sharply remarked on how the 
school which was originally meant to be a site 
for learning and creative enterprise has been 
transformed into a cage like bondage! 

We can see in all of these important 


observations that the school environment is 
one of total control and surveillance. Both 
teachers and students are under constant 
observation- they are perpetually being 
monitored and being watched, observed and 
supervised. Students are watched at all times 
by the teachers, not only in the classrooms but 
also in the halls and other areas of school which 
fall under school property. Their bodily 
movements and speech are controlled, they are 
even being told when they have the permission 
to speak and when they must remain silent, 
and they have to raise their hand for 
permission to move from their seat in the 
classroom. This structure may produce a very 
good product/ technical expert (professional) 
but not a good human. It reveals the inherent 
power but not the fragrance of learning. A plant 
can never reach its true flowering in a fixed 
structure. In other words, the school with its 
mechanization can produce heavy words, but 
cannot create blissful poetry! 

We should however not forget that despite 
many obstacles a river never stops flowing and 
a true seeker always walks upon the path he/ 
she has chosen despite the many challenges 
that he /she may face. It is here that I would 
like to share my experiences at Chirag School 
in Uttarakhand. I recall the school because it 
exists as a creative possibility in a challenging 
time. This is a school that is continuously trying 
to challenge the mainstream pattern of 
education that seeks to give too much 
importance to bookish knowledge, 
submissiveness in the name of discipline and 
the inculcation of a thinking pattern that does 
not allow creativity and originality in students. 
Chirag School is a unique endeavor: its beauty 
lies in its constant struggle to create a beautiful 
atmosphere of learning, so that each child is 
able to discover her own uniqueness and grow 
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Observation... concentration... mindfuilness 



Work is play; play is work 


into a complete human being. 

Chirag School is situated in the lap of the 
great Himalayas, at Simayal, Nainital district 
of Uttarakhand. 

The core idea of the school is to facilitate the 
process of deep inward nourishment for each 
child. The school believes in the importance of 
the inner flowering of each child and the 
abundance of nature where the school is 
located fosters this goal. The children here are 
encouraged to become more sensitive to their 
surroundings and also become more self- 
aware. That is why perhaps these children have 
successfully created a beautiful bridge between 
themselves and the nature that surrounds 
them. Observational nature walk is a regular 
activity for children- the children are free to 
walk on their own and make silent 
observations. While walking, children are also 
encouraged to observe and concentrate on their 
thoughts deeply, and then they collectively 
reflect upon their observations. This activity is 
playing an important role in the development 
of the child's consciousness and curiosity. As 
part of one of the nature walk activities I was 
amazed to see how a little child could come 
up with a profound question. He asked the 
gathering of fellow students and teachers ' why 



Free... relaxed learning 



Empathy is central to learning 


does a plant grow only through a seed ?' I believe 
that it must be this kind of inquisitiveness itself 
that had inspired Darwin to explore the 
marvelous process of evolution. 

This school has two sections,- the pre- 
primary and the primary. The children are 
divided in these sections according to age 
groups. The alternative orientation towards 
education has given an altogether new 
dimension to the world of schooling.Being so 
accustomed to schools functioning as sites of 
regimentation, finding a school like Chirag that 
is so respectful of children's freedom seems 
unbelievable. 

Our mainstream ideas on education, 
pedagogy and the purpose of learning don't 
allow us to think differently. Everything has 
been structured and bound by fixed categories. 
Amidst such an orientation, to imagine/ see a 
school such as Chirag working against the 
standard conservative trend in a rural place in 
the mountains is indeed marvelous. The 
message that an initiative of this kind also 
conveys is that alternative schools are not 
merely the monopoly of elite sections of society 
but can be lived and practiced even in the most 
humble settings. The children of the school are 
all local inhabitants and the majority comes 
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from economically disadvantaged families. 

The responsibility of the teachers is 
extremely important here as it is they who 
uphold the philosophy and mission of the 
school. They are also important mediators 
between the parents (who come with the 
mainstream understanding of education) and 
the ethos of alternative education as promoted 
by the school. The school is also unique in the 
sense that it does not limit itself to the 
traditional methods of evaluation. Teachers 
also evaluate the child based upon the 


children, the proponents of Chirag are 
establishing a belief in the community on the 
beauty and importance of an initiative of this 
kind. The upholders of Chirag's commitment 
to alternative learning practices are of course 
its dedicated teachers. To speak about the 
teacher facilitators at Chirag I would use the 
analogy of a lamp filled with fuel. The lamp is 
capable of producing a luminous light but it 
will remain dark unless somebody comes and 
ignites it. And when the flame is lit, all darkness 
disappears. The relationship between student 



True learning happens when theory and practice meet in a poetic confluence 



Education helps us find our own path 

development of his/ her consciousness and the 
level of original thought. Some of the key areas 
that are observed are -the kind of questions 
raised by the child, her keen observation and 
reflections etc. They keep a detailed journal 
about every single child. The child is evaluated 
keeping into mind her urge to learn, the kind 
of questions she asks and her ability to 
understand the ideas that are being 
disseminated in the class. This kind of pattern 
is rather unique in the contemporary discourse 
of schooling. Because of regular discussions 
with teachers and improved performance of 


Being educators: a constant process of 
contemplation 

and teachers at Chirag is very much like the 
lamp that waits to be ignited. The teachers 
work collectively to help each student discover 
the flame within. This school has a very 
dedicated team; the school principal is Dr. 
Rinku Dutta. She is a passionate teacher, with 
deep knowledge and immense clarity about an 
alternative vision of schooling and the broader 
purpose of education. The school prepares its 
own curricula under her creative guidance and 
generates effective teaching - learning 
practices. 
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Unlike usual institutions of learning that 
clearly divide the students and the teachers on 
a scale of hierarchical positioning, not allowing 
the beautiful bond between master and disciple 
to flourish, here in this school we find teachers 
and students bound together with love and 
mutual respect . The teacher's passionate zeal 
and deep commitment to the cause have lead 
to the disappearance of hierarchical 
boundaries. 

Chirag does not 
believe that degrees or 
qualification alone 
make one a good 
pedagogue. But 
compelled by legal 
requirements they too 
have the required number BE.d qualified 
teachers. Here, the most important 
qualification is a teacher's passionate 
engagement with children and to the noble 
cause of education itself. These important 
aspects make Chirag School's initiative a 
meaningful example of alternative ideas in the 
realm of education being concretely 


implemented in the difficult setting of rural 
mountain villages. The subtle message that this 
conveys is that it is primarily one's conviction 
in an emancipatory education that helps one 
discover possibilities even amidst structural 
constraints. The faith and commitment that the 
school has generated in the community is itself 
the proof of its genuineness and inherent 
potential. 

I believe that 
skepticism and 
deconstruction are not 
solving the crisis of 
our times; while 
critical thinking is 
important what is 
more consequential is 
the sustained effort to realize possibilities. Just 
like a rose that grows on a rock, a unique idea 
grows in hostile circumstances- it is in this 
possibility alone that the future of our 
civilization lies. 

Vikash Sharma, is working in the field of education 
and finds his vocation in the art of pedagogy, 
photography and philosophic writing. 


The lamp is capable of producing a 
luminous light but it will remain dark 
unless somebody comes and 
ignites it And when the flame is lit , 
all darkness disappears . 


REFLECTIONS 



We cannot begin a reform of education 
unless we first understand that neither 
individual learning nor social equality 
can be enhanced by the rituals of 
schooling. We cannot go beyond the 
consumer society unless we first 
understand that obligatory public 
schools inevitably reproduce such a 
society, no matter what is taught in 
them. 

- Ivan Illich 
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EXCERPT 


The Unity of Man and Cosmos 


There is something pathological about the way knowledge's are fragmented and divided; it causes violence, 
anguish and some sort of neurotic disorder. Is it possible to have a new quest for the kind of knowledge that 
heals, and unites man and cosmos? RadhakamalMukerjee—a great social philosopher— was a visionary. 
That is why, what he wrote in 1964, we believe, needs to be understood and comprehended by all those who 
think of education and the destiny of civilization. 


I t is hardly realized in academic circles to 
what extent the current preoccupation with 
separate and virtually autonomous sciences 
and arts is responsible for modern tensions, 
nihilism and sense of despair. Modern 
knowledge is characterized by the pernicious 
dualisms of soul and matter, body and mind, 
spirit and flesh, natural and supernatural, 
factual and ideal. From this is derived the 
stultifying notion that truth cannot be found 
in the realm of the empirical sciences at all. As 
Hyman Lavy observes: " Truth is a dangerous 
word to incorporate within the vocabulary of 
science. It drags with it in its train ideas of 
permanence and immutability that are foreign 
to the spirit of a study that is essentially a 
historically changing movement." These 
concepts are the outcome of the contraction of 
the human mind, its withdrawl from the full 
understanding, vision and interpretation of the 
cosmos and all that it can be for man. The 


Eastern thought-pattern stresses that true 
knowledge is of an unified integral nature, 
grounded as it is on reality. The Western 
dualisms that feed and are fed in turn by partial 
or fragmentary knowledge seriously limit and 
blot out the total meanings, values and 
experiences he can extract from the cosmos. 
This obviously makes it impossible for him to 
carry on that full, intimate and sensitive 
interchange and interpenetration of osmosis of 
man and cosmos in which lie the coordination, 
enhancement and fulfillment of the values and 
possibilities of both. 

It is the lapse of the sense of the essential 
values of mankind and cosmos that is the most 
powerful hindrance to both an intellectual 
clarification and reorganization and integration 
and synthesis of knowledge. Essentially does 
it foster a segmental view of life, mind and 
civilization torn from the whole and the 
complete — the community of mankind-and- 







cosmos to which they truly belong. Human 
life's present situations and actualities rather 
than emergences, transcendences and 
potentialities are stressed. The severance of 
relations of man-and-cosmos that are real 
kindred, and the derogation of the ultimate and 
transcendent values account for his isolation 
and anxiety and his dread of alien forces, so 
poignantly revealed to the modern philosophy 
of Existentialism. The latter is opposed to all 
notions of unity, universality and coherence, 
and stresses the unique existence and pluralism 
of many independent centres. It finds its 
support from history, that according to it, belies 
all reason and order. Man is a being engulfed 
in cosmic irrationality and absurdity. 

His spontaneity and freedom, instead of 
being perennial sources of joy, wholeness and 
transcendence, are a burden and source of 
anxiety and anguish. Such is the confusion of 
values raised to the height of metaphysical 
speculation in Existentialism. 


On the one hand, the compartmentalization 
or atomization of the sciences, arts and 
humanities, pursued in a diffused and 
incoherent manner, is an outcome of the 
present chaos of values and disoriented living. 
On the other hand, the fragmentation, arrest 
and incompletion of the sciences, arts and 
humanities block man's aesthetic and spiritual 
imagination and intuition, and bring about 
acute tensions and conflicts between his 
affective and intellectual life. These subvert the 
'natural" hierarchy of values , thwarting the 
cultivation and diffusion of intrinsic and 
cosmic values at the higher dimension of 
human living, and prove as great stumbling 
blocks for man standing on the threshold of a 
new life-and-cosmos experience. 

Radhakamal Mukerjee, The Destiny of 
Civilization, Asia Publishing House, Bombay, 
1964 


WONDER 

Poetry is poetry. How shallow it is to classify poetry as 'revolutionary'/ 
'mystical'/'romantic'! All great poets converge. For example, 
'revolutionary' Pablo Neruda and 'mystical' Rabindranath Tagore are not 
different from each other. See the poem, and The New Learn wants you to 
wonder and break stereotypes regarding poets and their creations. 

In my sky at twilight you are like a cloud 

and your form and colour are the way I love them. 

You are taken inthe net of my music, my love, 
and my nets of music are wide as the sky. 

My soul is born on the shore of your eyes of mourning. 

In your eyes of mourning the land of dreams begins. 


V 


(Pablo Neruda's poem In My Sky At Twilight is a paraphrase of the 30 th 
poem in Rabindranath Tagore's The Gardener.) 
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VIEWPOINT 


The Challenges of Parenting in Our Times 

We live in times characterized by constant mobility and restleness, the values of the contemporary world are 
in constant flux and so are the generation's hopes and aspirations. Amidst this chaos parenting is a challenge 
and raises some fundamental questions. A researcher reflects upon this important question and suggests 
some creative solutions 


G eneration gap is an 
evergreen pheno- 
menon but never before 
has it challenged Indian 
parenting as lethally as it is 
doing now. Change, it has 
been said, is the only 
Neeraja Singh constant. And it is borne 
out by the fact that our 
beliefs, our lifestyles, our aspirations are in a 
constant state of flux. Every successive 
generation has questioned and resisted the one 
before only to grow up eventually and carry 
forward the baton, so to say. 

But no more or so it would seem. In all the 
sound and fury of global warming, 
international power shifts, gender rights, 
medical scares and other issues of civil liberties 
parenting is one phenomenon that is wreaking 
an unimaginable emotional toll on humans 
within the four walls of their homes. What 
indeed, has happened to parenting? From 
being an easy, unquestioned, natural phase of 
life, it has transformed into a complicated, 
nerve racking, heart breaking phenomenon 
that everyone is either in denial of or just 
plainly hypocritical about. 

The biggest challenge facing an adult 
wanting to raise a family today is made up of 
factors such as: a severe dilution of authority, 
powerlessness over the child's environment, 
unpreparedness to handle extreme guilt and 
shame and a lack of vocabulary and 
imagination to go where the children are going 
today. As a result, parenting has become a 
constant dance of improvisation. It is an 
unfamiliar minefield on which the old 
blueprint does not sit well at all. 

Let's begin with the space used to raise our 
kids. Home used to be sacrosanct. It was 
venerated, guarded, and private. Modern 



parents struggle today with the throwing open 
of these frontiers by their offspring as they 
bring the whole wide world right into the 
bedroom, in both physical and virtual forms. 
Time was when you could shut the front door 
and be really alone with your family. It is quite 
likely that when you are talking to your 
youngster today in his room, a parallel 
conversation is going on with friends on the 
social media. You would be hard put to say 
how much of his response is purely his, 
unadulterated by the experiences of the web 
he is plugged into. 

So much has changed. Globalization and the 
world wide connectivity have brought a 
cultural tsunami storming into our homes and 
hearths. There is a new premium on privacy 
and individuality. Personal space has come to 
be valued for the truest self-authentication. It 
is no longer just about making the family 
happy or proud. The new belief system 
discounts older values of thrift and struggle 
and security. There is a deeply felt desire for 
living life to the fullest with the attendant fear 
of missing out on anything. 

This new definition of life's purpose is 
causing yawning abysses in the average home. 
The young are taking longer to "settle down". 



Commodities all around: where is the loving touch? 
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It is no longer as simple as giving one's kids a 
good education, finding them a decent partner 
and then sitting back to fond fantasies of 
grandparenthood. New parents better be 
prepared to standby as their children take 
knocks on the road to self-discovery. Brought 
up to cherish security above all, it can be fairly 
challenging to summon the liver for constant 
switches of careers and companies. It is entirely 
in the realm of possibility today to have an 
engineer daughter declare one day that her true 
calling in fact, may be in training to be a scuba 
diver instructor. 

Parents are on the firing line like never 
before and most of all to do with career choices. 
Even though many modern parents hunker 
down for the long haul on their child's subject 
and work wishes, there is a sneaking suspicion 
that the Indian environment is not the right soil 
for this experimentation. And they are queuing 
up outside therapists' trying to understand 
their youngster's resentment and angst. The fall 
out of a celebrity culture, entrepreneurial role 
models, anti-establishment activism, and 
categorical feminism is being seen in 
emotionally charged and claustrophobic 
Indian homes. There is a lot of mincing around 
on egg shells happening. 

A lot of this stress comes from cultural 
dissonance. The modern generation's 
determined celebration of their sexuality, an 
increasing consumption of alcohol and 
marijuana, chasing the adrenaline rush, staying 


out of home until late at night; is there any 
wonder then that the Indian parents are scared 
out of their wits. So much so that one has begun 
to hear a mostunusual thought expressed, "Let 
them have their fun and do their chilling out 
of our sight. What you don't know cannot hurt 
you!" And this in a culture where parents are 
traditionally ever ready and aching to have 
their children home. 

There are practical arrangements that have 
begun to challenge the family dynamics. The 
young are either staying longer with their 
parents or returning from unsatisfactory jobs 
to discover their passion and life's purpose 
from home. Many of them do not sleep at night 
any more. It is almost as though the species is 
evolving. Digitally plugged, multi-tasking, 
possessive of the quality and quantity of their 
time, prone to satisfy physical needs as soon 
as they arise, unwilling to maintain a routine, 
many young today, given a chance, whitest 
their family's health and happiness and sanity. 

There is a state of utter confusion over 
parenting styles moreover. Parents no longer 
seem to know where the pendulum should rest 
between being child friendly and dispensing 
with the rod altogether. In an attempt to be 
their children's best friends, some end up 
abdicating their moral responsibility 
altogether. So great is the fear of alienating their 
progeny, parents are putting up with abuse at 
the hands of their young who their 
surroundings have hardened into being 
entitlement oriented. It is 
in the air to demand and 
blame. "I am their only 
son and my parents are 
Indian, of course they are 
going to do this for me," 
statements such as these 
come under the ambit of 
street smartness now, no 
longer frowned upon. 

Violence, corruption, 
caste politics, power 
struggles, hedonism at its 
worst, shabby role 
models; the toxic and 
generic cacophony affects 
the young far more than 
we imagine. Some may 
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feel so driven to despair that they have been 
known to question their parents, " I did not ask 
to be born. Why did you have to bring me into 
this world for your few seconds of pleasure?" 
There is a life altering difference between 
gratitude for being given a life and a sense of 
betrayal for having been wronged into a futile 
existence. It is a most challenging gap for the 
parents to bridge. 

Never before have parents been so 
desperately out of ideas. What adds to the 
already volatile situation is the socially 
sanctioned silence over these new challenges 
facing every parent today. Parenting is 
culturally such a magnum opus that most 
Indians would rather pretend it is not 
happening to them, their fear being, "What will 
society or family or people think?" There is also 
the uneasy thought that their child can shame 
them with one stroke on the social media. The 
negotiating table is loaded against the adults. 
Threats of cutting off financial aid or giving 
the young marching orders from home have 
become irrelevant deterrents today. There is a 
whole world waiting out there to validate their 
parent peeve. It used to be bad form to lay one's 
misfortunes at the parental door but more and 
more, that peg is finding use during 
psychological analysis of unhealthy youth 
behaviour. 

Then again, most progressive parents are 
bringing up their daughters to believe they are 
equal to men. It is not unusual to find them 
buying their girls motorcycles in complete 
contrast to families with sons who are busier 
sounding alarm bells over the dangers of 
speeding and unruly traffic. This trend works 
well until the young women begin to question 
patriarchy, "I don't understand my parents. 
They first give me the best education they can 
afford and then expect me not to use all I learnt 
there. Come on, I am going to question 
everything and speak up, "shared an articulate 
young woman once. 

"Kids these days are very smart, they know 
what they want," is an oft quoted and 
omnipotent mantra one hears in our social 
spaces these days. This half-baked belief has 
been extended to mean that parents are free 
therefore to just be their children's friend, 
Facebook included. But ifeveryone is going to 


be a bum chum who is going to be their 
Mum?This new found friendliness leads to 
confusion confounded when parents begin to 
dump their marriage woes onto their 'friend'. 
There is so much role conflict in marriages 
these days that partners invariably end up 
engaging in some kind of a popularity contest 
with their children. The challenge is in not 
adding to their already intense insecurity and 
anxiety. 

And there is stress, a lot of it engineered by 
the prevalent air waves, cultural cues and peer 
pressure. Many kids no longer talk to parents. 
Their emotional anchors are other young 
people as inexperienced as themselves and to 
top it all, in relationships with them. This 
external influence distances kids from their 
parents and threatens the only support 
structure they possess to drawupon perhaps. 

It is in our culture for parents to put their 
children first. Their needs, their education, their 
health are a priority over and above the 
parental comfort. It is disconcerting therefore 
to be told all of a sudden, "Mom and Dad 
please don't live for us. Why don't you go out 
and get yourselves a life?!" Quora forums are 
full of discussions on why Indians make the 
worst parents in the world. There are heartfelt 
notes from the young on the repressive nature 
of many Indian homes, on the nosiness of 
Indian fathers and mothers, on their habit of 
hovering around their kids, their inhuman 
pressure to take up professional courses, their 
hypocrisy and tendency to spell doom all the 
time. There is quite clearly a yawning gap 
between the spot modern parents stand upon 
and the bungee rope their kids dangle from 
today. 

Many of the young gripes are justified. 
Indian families do not raise their young to take 
risks. They are also extremely intolerant of 
failure and growth is impossible without these 
two experiences, however negative. To be fair, 
Indian society has not yet reached the 
prosperity levels where they can afford the 
luxury of risk and failure. Children live in 
isolated bubbles, barely meeting their extended 
families, their elite education bringing them up 
with nil skills other than that of logical analysis 
and dissent with the status quo. So great is the 
parenting challenge therefore that anyone 
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venturing down that path would be well 
advised to keep along with the visiting cards 
of a good school, a good doctor and a good 
nutritionist, that of a good healer in town too! 

A parent's greatest challenge today is in 
continuing to love and support their child, 
come what may. "When you go down rocky 
paths that end at painful points, I will be there 
with you. It won't make me happy but I will 
not leave you alone to suffer. I will be there 
with you, not hurting for you but hurting with 
you!" a mother told me that she always 
reassured her children in this manner. The 
thing is that you may have raised kids that 
seem like complete strangers at the end of it 
all but the world is going to hold you 
accountable for them, anyway. 

Indians have made a success of fusion in 
clothes, food even music but parenting has 


become the greatest confusion facing us today. 
Many of the traditions and customs our young 
reject today are in fact designed to keep them 
safe and sane and healthy. The tough part is in 
communicating the goodness inherent in tough 
love to them. Parenting today is like 
negotiating a digital super highway sitting in 
a bullock cart. 

Parents need to come together and compare 
notes. After all, it takes a village to raise a child! 

Neerja Singh is a regular contributor to the ' Teacher 
Plus' magazine ; Student Edition of the Times of 
India; http://unboxedwriters.com/ author Ineerj a- 
singhl and a blogger with a keen interest in the 
evolving social dynamics and their influence on 
young people, she maintains a blog at http:// 
confessionsofanambitiousmother.blogspot.ini and 
has published an anthology of micro -fiction entitled 
"Googly Gaathas" 
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FROM THE BOOKSHELF 


Democratizing the Culture of Learning 

Michael W. Apple & James A. Beane (eds). Democratic Schools: Lessons in Powerful Education, 

Eklavya Publications, 2013 


Democratic and critical 
educational practices are 
extremely crucial in 
bringing about humans 
who strive towards a 
sustainable society. This 
book review focuses upon 
a significant text that 
raises important points 
about the nature and 
significance of a truly 
emancipatory education 
and infolds the trajectory 
of four schools which 
undertook this important 
journey. 



T his small edited volume brings together 
stories of four schools and their tryst with 
democracy. In an attempt to solve problems 
posed by an education system based 
on standardised testing and 
achievement, Apple and Beane tell 
stories of teachers, students and 
parents across four schools in 
different parts of USA coming 
together to create alternative paths of 
learning. The common thread 
binding the stories together is that 
each school has placed democratic and critical 
education practices at the centre of their 
curriculum. Written with a kind of 
unpretentiousness that might take a reader 
who is used to jargon by surprise, this book 
drives straight into the heart of the matter. The 


idea of democracy in theory, appeals because 
of commitment not only to the individual, but 
also to the ideas of common good and social 
justice. Apple and Beane put forward 
a very strong and vital point in the 
introduction when they argue that in 
advanced industrialised countries, 
the meaning of democracy has been 
wrongly interpreted as the sole 
pursuance of individual interest. 
What is forgotten is the big picture — 
welfare and justice. It is this 
sentiment that is found to thrive in the stories 
in this book. The first chapter written by Beane 
and Apple places the discussion by referring 
to the crisis in public schools — the prioritising 
of business and industry needs at the cost of 
morality and ethics education; critical thinking 
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thwarted by censorship of study material. In 
the light of these challenges, how does one 
imagine democracy in public schools? As the 
chapter progresses, the reader is taken through 
different meanings of democracy and how 
these meanings can find space within schools 
and their curriculum. Access to information, 
participation in decision making by all are 
some of the features of a democratic 
curriculum. The writers acknowledge the 
difficulty of balancing the requirements of 
acquiring expected knowledge and skills and 
more significant education. The question now 
is how is this to be done? With these crucial 
questions, the reader moves on to the stories. 
The narrative is now in true democratic spirit, 
handed over to those who have done the real 
work — the educators in these four schools. 

The first story of Central Park East 
Secondary School in New York tells us how 
the educators sought to balance the need to 
prepare children for state examinations along 
with a more holistic need to prepare them for 
a socially productive and personally satisfying 
life. The idea of kindergarten — interaction 
within small, multi-aged groups in intimate 
and interesting ways — makes the model of 
learning of this school unique. The most 
interesting feature is their system of evaluation. 
Instead of writing tests or examinations, the 
child is required to prepare portfolios or 
projects. These portfolios are then reviewed by 
small committees consisting of teachers, fellow 
students and guardians. Such a system 
provides an alternative to the heavily 
centralised and impersonal system of 
evaluation that is most common in schools. 

The second story takes us through the 
journey of Rindge School of Technical Arts in 
Cambridge as they attempt to reinvent and 
radicalise vocational education by moving 
beyond the traditional dualism between 
academic and vocational studies. One of the 
ills of this kind of segregation has been the 
alienation of low income students from 
academics which has further strengthened 
socio economic disparities. At this juncture, the 
school has sought to establish changes in 
vocational schooling by incorporating broader 
content and skills of academic education into 
vocational education. In order to design a 


curriculum that fulfils this requirement, 
teachers are given more space to reflect 
critically on the curriculum, create activities 
together as well as involve people from outside 
such as academic teachers, consultants and 
technical assistants. 

The third story tells us about the creation of 
a two-way bilingual elementary school. La 
EscualaFratney in Wisconsin. The 
distinguishing feature of the school is its 
commitment toward inclusion through the use 
of a multi cultural anti-racist curriculum which 
highlights the experiences, history and culture 
of various geo-political groups and teaching 
in both English and Spanish to encourage 
language diversity inside classrooms. Students 
are encouraged to use the experiences of their 
own communities to enrich their learning. 

The last story tells us of the efforts of the 
educators of Marquette Middle School to create 
an integrative curriculum involving both 
learners as well as teachers. This meant not 
only did children have a say in what they 
wanted to learn but having faith in them to be 
capable of self-evaluation. Thus, one of the 
interesting features among many others is the 
conducting of parent teacher conferences 
where students are welcome to join in and talk 
about what they judge to be their own 'best 
work'. Thus shifting the power in terms of both 
content design as well as evaluation forms a 
crucial aspect of establishing democratic 
practices in classrooms. In all the four stories, 
one realises that certain practices such as 
extending participation to the larger 
community, allowing a degree of autonomy to 
teachers in curriculum building and making 
children's personal experiences a legitimate 
source of knowledge bring the lofty idea of 
democracy down to practical lived reality. 
There are three things that stand out for me 
here. First, democracy in these schools is part 
of everyday action and communication instead 
of only being a grand ideal. Perhaps this is a 
true example of the kind of communication that 
JurgenHabermas was hoping for where the 
practice of dialogue and the art of listening lead 
to true democracy. Second, a lot of illuminated 
critical thinkers such as Michael Foucault, Ivan 
Illich have spoken about schooling as a form 
of social control, as an arena where vested 



The New Leam 


February 2016 



interests of the state and powerful social 
groups are played out. It is heartening, at this 
point, to read stories that not only re-instil faith 
in democracy but also redefine the meaning of 
democratic practices by bringing in elements 
of love, care, empathy and inclusiveness. 
Finally, creating alternative paths to education 
is a difficult task. This book is thus not merely 
a compilation of success stories; no account is 
perfect. Each story tells the reader honestly of 


the struggles that go into the making of 
democracy even at the smallest levels of 
decision-making. It is these moments, 
however, that makes these stories real and 
ensures the reader that change, even in small 
measures, is always a possibility. 

Roma is a student of JNU currently in MPhil in the 
CSSS. Her interests are in social theory, education 
and nature and the enviorment. 
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LEARNING MATERIAL 


Rethinking Cinema as a Possibility of Hope and Inspiration 

Cinema with its powerful imagery has the ability to transform the mundane into the extraordinary. Here a 
researcher interprets a beautiful film on education and invites all to rethink the prevalent culture of 
hierarchical/mechanical learning. 


A few months ago 
while taking an 
entrance examination; I 
was asked whether I 
thought visuals could be 
sociological. If I happened 
to agree then how would I 
use it in my research? 
There are times not very 
frequent, when certain questions make one 
think critically about things that we otherwise 
consider 'banal' and common place. 

After having written the answer for that 
question, I was reflecting on dimensions of 
'meaningful' cinema and how it could help one 
to observe the banal things with wonder, 
amazement and criticality of course. As a 
undergraduate student I was once told by the 
professor to watch "Dead poets Society ". For the 
first time when I watched it, I liked the movie 
for it entertained me and I was happy after 
watch watching it and that was it. 

However after that examination I watched 
the movie again and it was only then when I 
realized the depth of that movie which laid 
before me a plethora of 'realities'which were 
not alien to me so to say but I was oblivious to 
them for I considered them to be too ordinary 
and mundane. I always believed that there are 
moments which move us and it stands true for 
movies as well. There were such moments in 
the movie too which marked its distinctiveness 
and uniqueness. 

The movie revolves around a teacher who 
teaches literature to his students in a school 
which represents a structure which lays 
emphasis on discipline so much that at times 
the students themselves feel extremely numb 
and find it difficult to even express what they 
think, because questioning challenges 
discipline and nobody will like that, after all 
the school was producing the best products 
every year but these products were devoid of 


any emotion or feeling: may be for they were 
socialized to run and win the race of being the 
best. But the literature teacher breaks out of 
that mould and dares to deviate. He emerges 
like a new dawn- generating meaning in life 
and to literature so to say. He "deconstructs" 
the hierarchy between the teacher and the 
students-the roles are revised and are even 
interchangeable, he says: 

"When you read , don't just consider what the 
author thinks , consider what you think". 

This compels me to (re)think that 
Democracy is not a lofty ideal enshrined in the 
constitution, it is there in the very classroom, 
and it is however only felt when the barrier 
between authority and experience falls apart 
and the uniqueness of experience is celebrated. 
The authority of the teacher cannot become a 
hindrance for the students to express or to feel 
enlightened and empowered by his/her own 
experience. 

Teaching and Learning are not two different 
things for me it is like the two sides of the same 
coin, it's part of the same 'discourse' and 
talking of 'discourse' there cannot be a fixed 
discourse, it is in constant negotiation via 
critical and pertinent questions-it's also about 
having a voice, an agency and about pushing 
the limitations beyond one's comfort level and 
as Robin William said in the movie, 

"Boy's, you must strive to find your own voice , 
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because the longer you wait to begin , the less likely 
you are to find it at all. Thoreau said 'most men 
lead lives of quiet desperation'. Don't be resigned 
to that. Break out! 

What a teacher, he was telling his students 
to break out. I at times wonder how the 
scenario would have been in our schools, if 
every teacher asked their students to break out, 
to find their own voices. One thing is for sure, 
the suicide rates of the students would 
definitely go down. For learning cannot be a 
burden- it is not a finished product which is 
perfect or which can be perfect, it is a lifelong 
process and we can only strive for perfection, 
it can never really be attained. 

Although this critical engagement and 
scepticism should not be hampering the 
present for we can have the present only for 
once and have to make the most of it as rightly 
pointed out by Robin William, 

"Carpe, carpe, carpe diem , Seize the day , boys. 
Make your lives extraordinary " . 

We do not need a baggage of merit's and 
certificates to make our lives extraordinary- it 
is as simple as seizing the moment and living 
it to the most that can make our lives 
extraordinary. A teacher's motivation is 
enough to make a student realize himself/ 
herself as an organic whole and not perceive 
himself /herself as a fractured individual. 

Despite everything, the movie intended to 
its audience and 'readers', 
cynicism has not lost its essence 
it continues to lurk in our minds 
asking is it possible to become 
Robin William's in reality. I 
would say there is no need to 
become Robin Williams for we 
already have Tagore, Bhadeka, 

Aurobindo, Krishnamurthy and 
many other creative minds 
realizing the essence of a teacher 
who is much more than just a 
person teaching inside a 
classroom, they are teachers who dreams and 
allows to dream, who motivates and inspires 
and who opens a window of possibilities and 
realizing oneself as important and unique in 
his/her own imperfections. 

And as far as the movie being sociological 
or not is concerned, I think it is an open-ended 
question, but for me it is highly sociological as 
it explores the nuanced understanding of the 
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institution of schooling as not only a space for 
'learning' but also a space for a specific sort of 
learning deemed suitable for the society in 
context. It explores the limitations of a teacher 
under the oppressing structure of the school 
curricula and the school itself which has laid 
rules for everything even for 'teaching 'poetry. 
But the beauty of the movie remains in the very 
limitations under which the teacher left no 
stone un-turned to make his vocation a 
meaningful enterprise for him as well as for 
his students. 

Talking about visuals being sociological or 
not it is important that we ponder upon the 
categorizations of cinema that is widespread 
and prevalent amongst the masses so to say. 
The idea of cinema as a saleable commodity at 
times marginalizes or even 
underestimates the power of 
cinema which can be powerful 
and meaningful in its own way 
devoid of a big banners, super 
stars and 100 crore box-office 
collection. Cinema and especially 
meaningful cinema for me at least 
represents serenity and an 
embalming spirit which heals, 
which inspires and which emotes. 

Therefore what this movie 
entails is HOPE, it represents 
optimism, meaning which I think is 
Sociological because Sociology is also about 
alternatives. After all Freire also wrote 
"Pedagogy of Hope" after his seminal work 
on "Pedagogy of the Oppressed". 

Aditi loves to read and explore newer avenues that 
is marked with optimism and hope. Right now 
working as a project officer with the Regional 
Resource Centre Of elementary Education. CIE, 
University of Delhi. 
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WE DON’T READ AND WRITE POETRY 
BECAUSE ITS CUTE. WE READ AND 
WRITE POETRY BECAUSE WE ARE 
MEMBERS OF THE HUMAN RACE. AND 
THE HUMAN RACE IS FILLED WITH 
PASSION. AND MEDICINE, LAW, 
BUSINESS, ENGINEERING, THESE ARE 
NOBLE PURSUITS AND NECESSARY TO 
SUSTAIN LIFE. BUT POETRY, BEAUTY, 
ROMANCE, LOVE, THESE ARE WHAT 
WE STAY ALIVE FOR. 
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PARADIGM SHIFT 


Beyond Discipline and Punishment 

Creating Classrooms Conducive to the Spirit of Learning 

The classroom is a dynamic field where the teacher and the student are bound by a relationship of deep 
affection and responsibility. It is up to a teacher how she plays this role and inculcates the inherent love for 
learning in children, how she helps the child in her construction of knowledge. An educationist looks at the 
classroom with a fresh insight and takes us into a journey to explore the real essence of learning. 


Scene 1: Parent teacher 
meeting (PTM) 

The teacher - Your son 
does not study. He is unable 
to recall anything I have 
taught. He cannot do sums 
involving simple addition or 
Sharmila Govande subtraction and he does not 
even know his tables. I ask him a question and he 
stares blankly at me. I had to make him stand on 
the chair for the entire period for not being able to 
memorize the tables. You have to make him study 
and learn what is taught in class. 

Mother (perturbed) - But I ensure that he studies 
for two hours every day. But lately , his father has 
been taking him to his shop for assistance after one 
of the counter staff quit. 

Teacher - Don't send him to the shop. His study 
is getting affected. Make him learn everything. Or 
else he will fail. 

Later, during an informal conversation, the boy's 
father remarked 'Yehhisaabkitaabmeinekdum- 
pakkahai' (he is thorough in keeping accounts.) 

Scene 2: Classroom 

A teacher is teaching a lesson in Hindi. While 
she is explaining the lesson, a child falls asleep. The 
teacher throws a chalk at the child to awaken her. 
The entire class laughs aloud. She sternly asks them 
to keep quiet. But the class is no mood to listen to 
the teacher's explanations. The teacher catches 
another child and a third who is passing chits. The 
teacher loses her temper, labels the class as 
completely hopeless and walks off to the principal's 
room to complain. The principal steps in the class 
and expels the three children named by the teacher. 

Scene 3: A diary note 

Dear Parent, 

Your son is often disturbing the entire class and 


exhibits violent behaviour. Today, he hit another 
boy. Please counsel him. Thank you. 

Such scenes have been common in school 
classrooms since the beginning days of formal 
schooling. Earlier caning and other forms of 
punishments under the pretext of disciplining 
children were also common, but with most 
schools banning corporal punishments, the 
teachers have started passing the responsibility 
either to the parent or some authoritative 
person at the school such as the coordinator or 
the principal. I wonder whether they do this 
as a last resort or has it just become a practice? 
Complaining to parents or the principal for me 
is equivalent to a corporal punishment of a 
different kind. Here too one person is in the 
position of power and uses this power to 
discipline the child. Earlier, spanking was used 
for conditioning children to change their 
behaviour patterns and now the threat of 
reporting to an authoritative person is used for 
the same reason. Decades ago, Pavlov and 
Skinner came up with behavioural theories of 
classical and operant conditioning. These 
theories justified the use of repetition and 
practice, rewards and punishments, 
recognition and shame to get children to learn. 
Corporal punishments were a way of 
disciplining and the common belief of spare 
the rod and spoil the child prevailed among 
both teachers and parents. This practice was 
also in tune with the puritan view of childhood 
which believed that children were born wild 
and had to be disciplined and tamed. 

Cognitive development theories of Piaget 
and Vygotsky revolutionized the education 
scenario and brought in the role of the child in 
learning. While Piaget focused on the child as 
an active learner and stated that learning is a 
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process and children do not soak in the 
knowledge but construct it from their existing 
knowledge, Vygotsky went a step ahead in 
saying that children construct their knowledge 
with the help of adults or peers. A teacher 
needs to pay careful attention to the word - 
"construct". Just as architects construct 
buildings and a building is not created by just 
throwing together all the material, children too 
construct their knowledge. In order to build a 
spirited learning experience, teachers need to 
ask the question - Can we give knowledge to 
children? Or do we facilitate the construction 
of their knowledge? 

Just accepting that a child constructs 
knowledge opens up a whole new dimension 
,since the teacher now engages in thinking 
about how the child would construct 
knowledge instead of engaging in questions 
such as how would the child memorise and 
remember what is taught.For example, if the 
teacher from scene 1 had engaged in an 
understanding as to why the child did not 
perform well in basic mathematics, she would 
have tried to gain an insight into his 
background and would have used his book- 
keeping experiences to facilitate construction 
of his knowledge of mathematics. 

Children also learn at their own pace. Some 
children grasp certain concepts way faster than 
others, while some others may be slower in 
understanding a concept. However, this does 
not mean that the slower ones do not have the 
capacity to learn. It is just that they take some 
more time to learn. This may also happen as 
they may not have any prior knowledge about 
the concept being taught. For example, a child 
who has no experience of Hindi language will 
take longer to learn to construct sentences in 
Hindi. Teachers need to reflect and think about 
what more do they need to do, to help all 
children understand a concept. They need to 
find out what the children already know. The 
Hindi teacher in scene 2, did not attempt to 
find out why the child was sleepy. She also did 
not try to understand why the class was so 
easily distracted. Was her class engaging 
enough? Were her children making sense of 
what was being taught? 

Children's intelligence, according to 
Howard Gardner is multidimensional and has 


different aspects to it. As rightly stated by 
Kamala Mukunda in her book, 'What did you 
ask at school today?', "we all have different 
levels of different intelligences - thus, each 
person has a profile of strengths and 
weaknesses, and education must strive to 
nurture all these proportionately". Teachers 
who plan their lessons, keeping this theory of 
multiple intelligences in mind, create lively 
classrooms where student engagement is 
optimum. Thus a good mix of individual and 
group activities and tasks that engage children 
through games, music, visuals, reading, 
problem solving and use of manipulatives 
helps in nurturing all different intelligences 
among children. 

Another imperative question is, "how do we 
keep the children motivated enough to 
participate in the class activities?" Motivation 
according to psychologists can be intrinsic or 
extrinsic. While intrinsic motivation is 
internally driven i.e. something inside us 
drives us to accomplish certain tasks or goals, 
extrinsic motivation is externally driven. 
Solutions such as rewards, recognition, shame 
and punishments, promises and threats are 
thus used to make children do what we want 
them to. These solutions often have an 
immediate effect. It successfully conditions the 
child to act according to the teachers wish. For 
example: Whenever, a teacher brought out her 
cane, there would be pin drop silence in class. 
This gradually transformed to, only when the 
teacher brought out the cane, would the 
children keep quiet. In another case, a child got 
so used to receiving a star on his hand that he 
reacted by demanding a star every day and 
threw a tantrum whenever he did not get a star. 
Are such positive or negative reinforcements, 
the only way to get children do what we want 
them to or are there other ways? How do we 
get children to act in certain ways - not because 
we want them to but because it is what they 
want to?A challenge for teachers is in 
awakening the intrinsic motivation among 
children? The teacher in Scene 3 was using 
extrinsic motivation when she wrote a diary 
note complaining about the child . The child 
probably would behave in class - not because 
he believes in non-violence but because he fears 
/ dislikes the shame a complaint note brings. 
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or does not want a confrontation at home. 
Could the teacher handle this situation 
differently? Why would a ten year old child 
beat another child? Was it just a one off case or 
something that happened frequently? 

Motivation levels can go down if the work 
given to the children is either too abstract for 
the child to comprehend like learning Hindi 
for non-Hindi speaking children or is not 
challenging at all and gets boring. Too many 
drill and practice exercises or asking the 
children to rewrite the same answers again and 
again makes them lose interest. Motivation is 
affected if the dominant intelligence of the child 
is not awakened and 
monotonous methods 
are used in class. For 
example, a 

kinaestheti clearner, 
will find it difficult to 
sit still for a full 
period and listen to a 
lecture session. Lack 
of motivation often 
leads to distraction, 
inability to focus, 
various attention 
seeking behaviours, 
lack of understanding 
and poor 

performance. 

Imbalance between individual tasks and 
cooperative activities can also lead to 
disinterest in the class. For example: too many 
individual tasks will make children feel that 
they are working in isolation and they would 
look for other ways of social interaction such 
as passing chits, talking in whispers, poking 
the classmate sitting in front etc. Too many 
group activities, may make a child feel that his 
individual need to accomplish a task 
independently is not met. Such children may 
become non-cooperative in the group assigned 
and may want to complete the group task by 
themselves. 


Heightening the levels of curiosity and 
interest in knowing more about a concept is a 
key to highly spirited classrooms. To raise the 
curiosity levels for Geography, a teacher 
simply displayed maps, posters and charts in 
her classroom. She replaced the books in the 
reading corner with books and encyclopaedias 
on Geography. To keep up the interest levels 
and to challenge their thinking and problem 
solving ability, she introduced videos, games, 
songs, problem solving tasks, research tasks 
and worksheets. She took the children for an 
excursion to a lake in the locality. The children 
also built models of different landforms and 
waterbodies. One 
could see the 
excitement and the 
enthusiasm in the class. 
The children 

performed well, not for 
any extrinsic reasons, 
but to satisfy their own 
need to know more and 
to do more. 

Developing a loving 
relationship of trust, 
compassion and 
companionship is 
crucial for success in 
learning. Having a 
belief that children are active learners and 
construct their knowledge through past 
experiences, current understanding and the 
questions that puzzle them ensures a highly 
spirited classroom. Keeping in mind that every 
group is different and every child is unique, 
the teacher needs to evaluate her group of 
children, understand them as a group and as 
individuals. As Dave Cullen rightly says" You 
can't really teach a kid anything- you can only 
show him the way and motivate him to learn 
it himself." 

Sharmila Govande is an education and development 
professional , loves to write thought provoking 
articles on education and learning. 


Developing a loving relationship of 
trust, compassion and companionship 
is crucial for success in learning. 
Having a belief that children are active 
learners and construct their knowledge 
through past experiences, current 
understanding and the questions that 
puzzle them ensures a highly spirited 
classroom. Keeping in mind that every 
group is different and every child is 
unique, the teacher needs to evaluate 
her group of children, understand them 
as a group and as individuals. 
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MATTER OF CONCERN 


The Importance of Adolescence Education 
in a Globalized World 

Adolescence is a time of transition, where the individual is fuller of doubt than certainty. Amidst such moments 
what role do educators play in creating holistic human beings and not fragmented/conflict ridden adults, a 
pedagogue engages with these fundamental concerns. 


A dolescence is the 
period between 
childhood and adulthood. 
But finding a useful 
definition of adolescence is 
difficult. Biologically it is 
the time of sexual matura- 
tion and the completion of 
growth. More than mere 
biology, adolescence is psychosocially the 
period between childhood dependency and being 
a functionally independent autonomous adult. 
Theorists have viewed adolescence in different 
ways; Freud saw adolescence as the period of 
recapitulation of the childhood Oedipal 
complex, while Erickson claimed that the 
struggle between Identity and Role Confusion 
typified the adolescent stage of development. 
Chronological definitions abound and are 
more pragmatic in allowing us to identify who 
is or is not an 'adolescent'. Let us interrogate 
the concept of adolescence itself, which 
contrasts and connects — etymologically as well 
as socially — with adulthood. Adultumis the 
past participle of the Latin verb adolescere" to 
grow (up)." The senses of growth, transition, 
and incompleteness are therefore historically 
embedded in adolescent, while adult indicates 
both completion and completeness (cf . Herdt& 
Leavitt 1998). The World Health Organization 
(WHO) considers "adolescence" as the period 
between 10-19 years of age, which generally 
encompasses the time from the onset of 
puberty to legal age of majority. Adolescence 
in the sociological sense refers to the experience 
of passing through a phase that lies between 
childhood and adulthood. The contributions 
of great anthropologist Margaret Mead, gave 
us much insight into perspectives on 
adolescent development in a cultural context. 
Ruth Benedict's Theory of Adolescent 


Transition to Adulthood (1938) provided 
specification of cultural influence on adolescent 
development. The sociological and 
psychological definitions complement each 
other insofar as they call attention to the 
principle that an undefined social situation will 
have a corresponding repercussion in the 
personality of the individual who goes through 
it. Erik H. Erikson's concept of identity crisis 
has been considered to be of as much relevance 
to our epoch as the problems of sex seemed to 
be to Freud's. 

Puberty is the process of physical changes 
through which a child's body matures into an 
adult. 'Puberty is a universal experience but 
adolescence is not'. More than mere biology, 
adolescence is psychosocially the period 
between childhood dependency and being a 
functionally independent autonomous adult. 
Developmental psychology defines 
adolescence as a 'transitional phase'. 
Adolescents need autonomy, freedom where 
society expects them to adapt to rules. Most of 
them are sexually mature by this time but 
society expects them to wait till they get 
married. Adolescents therefore perceive 
themselves as 'adults in waiting'. Conflicts arise 
because of mismatch between external expectations 
and internal desires which need to be understood 
and handled properly by all those who want to help 
them in smooth transition. In addition to these 
changes, there are challenges of growing up in 
a globalized world too. 

Growing up Globally 

There is a very large cohort of adolescents 
in the developing world and it is coming of 
age in a very fast changing world. The 
countries in the world are connected to each 
other and changes in technology, education, 
environment, culture, and politics become 
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pervasive and globally inclusive and make a 
marked change in the living conditions of 
adolescents. These changes have lowered the 
distance between different countries. Changes 
in technology make travel faster, easier and 
unnecessary due to growth of electronic 
communication. Due to changes in politics, it 
is easier to cross national boundaries and due 
to shift in economic structure, the flow of 
goods, services and capital has become a 
routine thing. Globalization per se is not new 
but what are new are the speed, scale, scope 
and complexity of this process. 

How are these changes affecting their 
coming of age? First of all adolescent life is not 
limited by geographical boundaries. 
Technology made dissemination of 
information anywhere, anytime and financial 
transactions and production networks are 
organized globally with few hiccups. 
Transportation makes rich and poor countries 
accessible to each other and migration across 
international borders a reality. In the twenty 
first century, many of these adolescents are 
growing in a transformed world or in other 
words growing globally. 

Each coin has two sides. Globalization has 
not only opened doors to opportunities but also 
posed several threats. It has introduced new 
international conflicts and problems such as 
rising inequality, social polarization, and the 
demise of the nation. 


Due to these global forces, the next 
generation will have to live and work in a 
transformed world and the choices that today's 
young people make or others make on their 
behalf will facilitate or constrain their success 
as adults. Old expectations regarding 
employment or life experiences are not valid 
any more. Furthermore, the transition to 
adulthood is no longer just a matter of familial 
and individual choices but is greatly shaped 
by global contexts, increased contact across 
cultures and geographical space, and the 
repercussions that are associated with multiple 
and simultaneous events across countries. And 
the traditional values and norms that informed 
and influenced these choices in the past may 
not lead to the best decisions in the changing 
global context in which adolescents find 
themselves. Arnett (2002) has argued that 
young people worldwide now develop a 
bicultural identity that integrates their local 
identity with new elements derived from their 
exposure to and interpretation of global 
culture. 

These changes reach even rural areas and 
mean both opportunities such as markets, 
technology and democracy and risk in the form 
of marginalization. Adolescents need to be 
prepared for making best out of these changes. 
This article discusses various global factors 
affecting transition of adolescents into adults, 
and role of adolescence education in their 
successful and smooth 
transition. 

Global factors affecting 
Adolescent transition 

There are various global 
factors affecting adolescent 
transition such as technology, 
demographic profile of 
adolescents, rapid spread of 
formal schooling, health, 
cultural diffusion and 
ideational change. 

Role of Technology 

Technology has made 
rapid communication and 
interconnectedness possible 
for people including 
adolescents. Adolescents 
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from middle class and elite families are able to 
harness the potential of globalization due to 
their ability to buy computers while other 
adolescents lag behind due to dearth of 
resources. Labour market is continuously 
changing due to technological changes and 
such market favours those with more 
education. The changing labour market 
demands adolescents with computer skills and 
knowledge for high profile positions. Internet 
along with other media brings adolescents 
together and forms a 'global youth culture ' . 

Increase in Adolescent Population in 
Developing Countries 

The globalization coincides with very large 
population of adolescents in developing 
countries such as India. In general, large 
cohorts of young people mean that many 
developing countries can expect a substantial 
increase in the supply of labor over the next 
several decades. This can have both advantages 
and disadvantages to the local economy. In 
some Asian settings, this temporarily favorable 
age structure of the population, often referred 
to as a country's demographic bonus, has been 
credited as being a major factor in enabling 
sustained economic growth. At the same time, 
a disproportionately high proportion of young 
adults in a population also come with its own 
set of challenges. Too many young people 
(particularly men) with not enough to do can 
be a recipe for disaster. Historical data suggest 
that cycles of rebellion and military or civil 
conflict tend to coincide with periods when 
young people comprise a usually large 
proportion of the population. 

Spread of Formal Schooling 

In the last few decades, there has been an 
enormous increase in enrollment, attendance, 
retention and achievement of elementary 
school students especially girls even in poorest 
countries. This has resulted in lowering social 
inequality and improving economic 
development. Educational sector has become 
more concerned towards efficiency and 
accountability in delivery of educational 
services. Education is viewed as critical to 
improving many aspects of the transition of 
adolescents to adulthood and quality of life. 


Health of Adolescents (HIV/AIDS Threat) 

Improvements in health and survival have 
ensured for a great many more infants and 
children the opportunity to enjoy life into 
adolescence and beyond. These improvements, 
moreover, have meant that these children have 
developed better cognitively as well as in terms 
of physical health. Furthermore, the fertility 
transition, which is in process in most of the 
developing world, means that many young 
people are growing up with fewer siblings and 
in smaller households. Although due to 
reduction in Infant Mortality Rate (IMR) and 
Under 5 Mortality Rate (UMR), adolescents are 
comparatively healthier lot but still in Sub- 
Saharan African countries, the greatest threat 
to adolescent health relates to HIV/ AIDS 
pandemic. Adolescence is a time when many 
people first engage in sexual activity, 
potentially increasing their risk of unplanned 
pregnancy and unsafe abortion as well as of 
sexually transmitted infections (STIs), 
including HIV/ AIDS. Delays in the age of 
marriage, however, have not resulted in a 
decline in the age at first sex; quite to the 
contrary, in most countries it appears that 
because of delays in the age of marriage there 
has been no change or a delay in the percent 
having first sex before the age of 18. However, 
even in places where there has been no decline 
in the age of first sex, sex may have become 
riskier than in the past because of the 
heightened risks associated with the AIDS 
epidemic in places where it has been growing. 

For young women in the developing world, 
maternal mortality and the negative 
consequences of pregnancy, abortion, and 
childbearing continue to represent a 
considerable proportion of their health burden, 
despite declines in the percentage having births 
as children. Because adolescents who give birth 
early tend to be rural, less well educated, and 
poor, early pregnancy and childbearing can 
pose significant health risks. There is some 
evidence that in recent years, the service 
environment for childbirth has improved 
somewhat. The proportion of pregnant women 
who are attended by a professional at their 
delivery showed some small gains from 1985 
to 1996 (WHO, 1997). 
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Cultural Diffusion and Ideational Change 

Young people's frames of reference are 
influenced on one hand by traditional cultural 
norms and values passed on to them from their 
parents, family members, teachers and other 
members of the community, and on the other 
hand by new and emergent ideas, beliefs, and 
ideologies that are brought about by the global 
age in which they live and spread 
transnationally. Global change, including 
access to Western and other international 
media, markets, and youth culture on one hand 
and the spread of transnational religious 
movements on the other, are potentially 
important new elements shaping the 
contemporary lives of young people in their 
local context. 

In the light of some of the global factors 
discussed above and needs and problems of 
adolescents due to physical, physiological, 
psychological changes taking place in their 
bodies, an educational intervention called 
'adolescence education' is initiated and 
implemented for young school population. 

Importance of Adolescence Education (AE) 

Adolescence education needs to be imparted 
to adolescents for smooth and successful 
transition as adults. The adolescence education 
is an educational intervention for imparting 
information, providing encouragement and 
support, clarification of doubts and myths so 
that adolescents can make sense of their world 
and grow as productive members of the 


society. Adolescence education must provide 
information related to 

• Good mental and physical health, 
including reproductive health, and the 
knowledge and means to sustain health 
during adulthood; 

• An appropriate stock of human and social 
capital to enable an individual to be a 
productive adult member of society; 

• The acquisition of pro-social values and the 
ability to contribute to the collective well- 
being as citizen and community 
participant; 

• Adequate preparation for the assumption 
of adult social roles and obligations, 
including the roles of spouse or partner, 
parent, and household and family 
manager; 

• The capability to make choices through the 
acquisition of a sense of self and a sense of 
personal competence; 

• And a sense of general well-being. 

Adolescent-adult transition is not marked 

by traditional rites of passage such as 
circumcision or marriage or solely with the 
acquisition of skills that will enable adolescents 
to become more productive as adults, but more 
fundamentally about the enhancement of 
capabilities that will allow them "to lead lives 
they have reason to value and to enhance the 
substantive choices they have" (Sen, 1997: 
1959). 

Dr. Bharti Dogra is Associate Professor > School of 
Education (SOE), IGNOU 




DEBATE 


Is It the Time to Invoke Kahlil Gibran? 


We live in a society in which the vocation of teaching is in crisis. The art of teaching, its 
beauty and grace — we seem to have forgotten the ideal. The cult of abstracted 
professionalism, the reduction of a vocation into a mere job and the tendency to see 
education as merely a process of transaction of information, skills and specialized 
knowledge — this dominant commonsense seems to have killed the music of a meaningful 
vocation. However, we all feel that if a society loses its teachers its degeneration none 
can stop. It is at this moment of crisis that The New Learn invokes Kahlil Gibran and 
reflects on an illuminating piece on 'teaching' as articulated in his classic text The 
Prophet. We are reproducing the piece, and we request our readers to rediscover its 
significance in our times characterized by a purely utilitarian teacher-taught relationship, 
and redefine the vocation of teaching. Can we ignite the lamp? 

TEACHING 

Then said a teacher, Speak to us of Teaching. 

And he said: 

No man can reveal to you aught but that which already lies half- 
asleep in the dawning of your knowledge. 

The teacher who walks in the shadow of the temple, among his 
followers, gives not of his wisdom but rather of his faith and his 
lovingness. 

If he is indeed wise he does not bid you enter the house of his 
wisdom, but rather leads you to the threshold of your own mind. 

The astronomer may speak to you of his understanding of space, 
but he cannot give you his understanding. 

The musician may sing to you of the rhythm which is in all space, but he cannot give you the ear 
which arrests the rhythm nor the voice that echoes it. 

And he who is versed in the science of numbers can tell you of the regions of weight and measure, 
but he cannot conduct you thither. 

For the vision of one man lends not its wings to another man. 

And even as each of you stands alone in God's knowledge, so must each one of you be alone in his 
knowledge of God and in his understanding of the earth. 
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From The New Leaf to The New Learn: recalling the journey 


' The 9{ezv Leaf 


‘ The 9{ezo Leaf 



Lhe 9few Leaf 


In big black letters I write my name on them 
and the name of the village tdtere I live. 

and know who I am. 


Lhe Ofeiv Leaf 


As we complete one year of the magazine 
which started in December 2014, we recall 
how this journey started with a dream to 
explore the possibilities of learning; to 
think beyond ghettoized academics and 
the confining educational structure and an 
urge to generate freshness that goes 
beyond cynicism and despair. We started 
with the name The New Leaf. That began 
to raise the voice of imagination/ aesthetics 
and creative living in a world otherwise 
characterize by competition and 
homogeneity. Despite the storm outside 
and the propaganda of the culture 
industry, the flame of our ideas has not 
extinguished. With simplicity and 
authenticity this magazine has proven that 
no situation is completely hopeless. It is 
still possible to join hands and contemplate 
upon that which really matters — this 
magazine makes one think afresh and 
come forward with a set of ideas and 
practices that ought to characterize the 
very way by which we live our lives. Since 
the inception of this magazine we have 
come up with seven issues. From Whitman 

and Blake to Tagore and Kabir these great minds with their 
incredible creative sensibilities have been our co-travelers- reflecting 
the uniqueness and freshness of this magazine. 

As we come to the end of the year, we realize that this journey 
has indeed been worth taking. It is at this important juncture that 
we took an important creative decision. While the new leaf 
symbolizes a wave of freshness and life energy, we realized that a leaf no matter how 
beautiful is bound to die out as it is impermanent in the cycle of existence and one new 
leaf will eventually get replaced by another new leaf. Thus we thought that we would 
take a new title for our magazine 'THE NEW LEAM' which stands for a new light that 
replaces the darkness and gives birth to illumination. This light can never be suppressed, 
it can never fade away.... light transcends time and space. As we complete an entire year, 
we give ourselves this beautiful name. This new name will continue to inspire us to 
work extensively towards the creation of an alternative voice in the realm of pedagogy, 
aesthetics and imagination. 



Lfie 9fezu Leaf 













